Che 


A PUBLICATION OF THE ANGLO-JEWISH PERIODICAL PRESS. 


FOR THE,PROMOTION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND GENER 


AL W ; 
ON SUBJECTS AFFECTING THEIR INTERESTS ELFARE OF THE JEWS, BY THE DISSEMINATION OF INTELLIGENCE 


AND BY THE ADVOCACY AND DEFENCE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 
“Thou shalt spread abroad to mt ne and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
amtttes of the earth be blessed.”—Pocation of the Jews. Gen, xxviii. 14. 


Vor. V. No. 128.) LONDON, 12rn OF IYAR, A.M. 5606.—8ru MAY, 1846. [Price 3d. 


CONTENTS. 


| Foreton Covontat INTRLLIGENCE.—Prussian Conversions.—Sir M. Montefiore 
The Miss ontefiore to Russia. at Berlin.—A Fall of Manna.—Russia.—Hungary ; Curious negociation.— Posen ; 
Sermon by the Chief Rabbi. Asylum.— Jews in China,—Vienna ; intolerance.— Algeria.— America; gleauings 
The Conversionists, from the Occident. 
The Intermarriage Question. Qur Letrer-Box.—Civil and Political Rights of the Canadian Jews.—The late 
Judaism in France. Mr. Isaac Cohen. 
MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. — London Hospital; anniversary. — Illuminated Sanctity of an Oath. 

ie ee — Sussex Hall. — Western Synagogue. — Birmingham.— Review.—Words of Peace and Truth. 

Manchester. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THE “ VOICE OF JACOB,” for Stamped Copies transmitted free, throughout Great Britain and her 
dependencies, and to all foreign states having a postal convention with this country, 10s. 6d. per annum; 5s. 6d. per half-year; or 3s. per quarter. 
payable in advance, at the Office, 27, Camomile Street, London.—Single copies (unstamped only) may be obtained through all booksellers, at 3d. each. 
The annual volumes, [.; [[., III. and [V., may be had, bound, 10s. 64. each; or stitched, with wrapper, &s. each. 

ADVERTISEMENTS must be paid in advance, and delivered at the Office, 27, Camomile Street, very early in the week of publication: terms, 3s. 6d. 
for six lines and 6d, for every two lines extra.—All communications for the Editors are to be addressed to the office, 27, Camomile Street. 


The Lord Chancellor, in moving the second reading of this. On the evening of the day on which our last number was 
bill, on Thursday 30th April, entered into some explanation | published, the Chief Rabbi, and the President of the Deputies, 
of its bearing upon the Jewish subjects of her Majesty. He | (D.Salomons, Esq.) received letters from Sir Moses Montefiore, 
attributed the doubts remaining, as to whether a Jew could | dated from St. Petersbtfrgh. Since then, various other official 
give a good title to land, to the fact that about the middle and private correspondents have received direct communica- 
of last century, the opinion of the Judges having been asked | tions from the philanthropic knight. They are all, necessarily, 
on the bearing of the Act of 23rd Henry Third, no opinion |} more or less to the same effect. The following, addressed to 
was pronounced, on the plea that no formal case had arisen | the presiding Warden of the Great Synagogue, Duke's Place, 
requiring a judicial decision. Although eminent lawyers have | is, by the courtesy of that gentleman, sent for publication. 


given an opinion in favour of a Jewish title, the government To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. 
now deem it best to remove all doubt whatever by special | 27th April, 1846 


enactment. Another Act to be repealed is an obsolete one of foe | “a 
Sir,—I beg to hand you a copy of a highly satisfactory letter 
18th Edward First, requiring Jews to wear distinctive badges pleasure of receiving from Sir’ Mosés 


RELIGIOUS-OPINIONS RELIEF BILL. | THE MISSION OF SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE. 
| 


in public, | 
act now before the Legislature grows directly out of the Montefiore. I am, Sir, your's 
report of the Criminal Law Commissioners, of which so able a 16 Kee Ree an AMUEL TLELBERT ELLIs, 
digest was given by a legal correspondent in Nos. 117 to 122 9 (Copy.) 
our current volume. As we recently explained in our notice o  s | 
t. Petersburgh, 10th April, 1846. 
the first reading of this same bill, its object extends no further lively whlch 


than to the repeal of positive enactments, imposing penalties for ea a 
religious opinions. ‘There will yet remain occasion for another | other members this Capital 
bill, simplifying the oaths to be taken on accession to office, and will. oF 
the faith of a Christian” in certain of those oaths, which in- G tke 
directly disqualifies a conscientious non-Christian. It is under- OM hi bef y Af h 
stood that this anomaly is to be removed by aid of the law officers T "h the 
of the Crown, at a somewhat later opportunity. Meanwhile, and all m listened 
it is gratifying to note the excellent spirit with which the His Maijest said I have the sa 
and its contempararies of the daily press, advocate the removal ti geting of takin with sa his assurance, and the assurances 
of what, in respect to the Jews, are called the “ dingraces of the f hi Ministers that he was most desirous for the improve 
statute book.” Some politicians express alarm at the removal 
of certain restrictions which now discourage the propagation | Hie 
of the Roman Catholic faith; but no one is apprehensive of engage P J rad 
any disposition on the part of the Jews to spread or give ascen- cme t bbs q 
dancy to their religious opinions. And they right; = wich 
ther ve. any object to serve, of a party, secta- sen . 
with which the bulk of the Jews regard the course of legislation CHEVE MC, MY (Signe a) 8 eM pil Mon vl Rig 
towards their admission to political power, bas been Lape a S. H. Ellis, Esq. 3 | | 


ately ci t. that their participation in the exer- San 
pra oni i's tail afford a guarantee against The annexed extract from the special correspondence of 


its being wrested to any ends other than those for the common | The Times, suggests caution, lest we over-estimate these first 
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impressions of Imperial grace, and ministerial diplomacy ; but, 
in any case, we see a soundypolicy in proclaiming in the face 
of Europe, the sprecise impréssions produced upon the mind, 
of Sir Mosés at ithis important audience ; impréssions, more- 
Russian post office is allowed to disseminate. 
Times ‘‘ Own Correspondent,” writing from St, Peters- 
burgh, 6th April, says—*‘ The operation of the U kase commanding 
all Jews to remove from the frontier, and relinquish their occu- 
‘pation as hawkers, will, it is believed, be delayed four years ; 
not however, as the result of Sir Moses Montefiore’s inter- 
cession, but because the scarcity, amounting almost to famine, 
of several districts, the result of two successive bad harvests 
(followed up by insurrection and military occupation of the 
frontier), renders Jewish activity, local knowledge, and erratic 
habits, so advantageous to the Russian population in the way 
of ferreting out and procuring supplies of provisions, as to 
make the suspension of the ukase a matter of good, if not 
necessary, policy; and these circumstances were announced 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


dJeased from that worse -thraldom, spiri 


as likely to lead to a postponement of the infliction, before Sir | 


Moses had left London on his benevolent mission. It is how- 
ever, far from improbable, that the Emperor will make a grace, 
if not a virtue of necessity. I have said this intention was 
announced ; but I beg to guard against the supposition that it 
was so here. Nothing is announced in this capital as likely 
to be, but only what has been determined by the supreme 
So perfect, indeed, is the system of espionage 
in Russia, that I should never dream of this letter reaching 
you, were I not able, through the kindness of a friend, to have 
it dropped in a post office on the Prussian side of the border.” 


It is understood, that the question has been put by Sir Moses, 
whether, if desired, a body of Russo-Polish Jews would be 
permitted to emigrate to Palestine or elsewhere ; and that the 
answer was in the affirmative. Our readers will remember, 
that our columns have long since alluded to the probability 
of Sir Moses’s making a tour of tht principal Russo- Polish 
congregations, in order to learn their state and wishes, from 
actual observation. We have always been prepared to find 
that the Jews themselves might do much to obtain their sove- 
reign’s regard, and to remove existing prejudices. ‘The pre- 
parations made for Sir Moses’s tour (probably of some months’ 
duration), to these several congregations, give warrant for 
much hope, especially if the intercourse be confidential and 
unreserved, without apprehension of espionage. 

Sir Moses Montefiore and suite, had. according to the Z. d. 
J., a narrow and almost miraculous escape from a watery 
grave, on their passage over the Diina, near Riga. Having 
arrived there on the 10th March, the distinguished philanthro- 
pist continued his journey after a short repose. ‘The river, 
several thousands of feet in width, was covered with ice, which 
just began to give way, so that the passage was attended with 
great danger; but, intent on his high mission, he and his suite 
passed over it on foot and arrived safe on the opposite shores, 
whilst one of the guides, under whose feet the brittle ice gave 
way, actually sunk and perished in the flood. The next day 
the ice broke up altogether.—The foregoing is from the Z.d. J., 
but it is so far without confirmation, that none of the letters 
written by Sir Moses which we have seen, nor any of the ac- 
counts received from others, makes allusion to this escape. 


SERMON BY THE CHIEF RABBI. 


On the Sabbath “sengee the New Moon of the present 
month, Iyar, the Rev. Chief Rabbi, according to custom, 
preached in Duke’s-place Synagogue. The following is a brief 
digest of the Sermon. 
he frequent recurrence of the number 7, as connected with 
the performance of religious acts, or as recurring in Holy Writ, 
has often been observed upon by the scripture student. Six 
are the days of the week, the seventh is holy to the Lord; 
during six years might one cultivate his field, the seventh was 
a year of release: the seventh sabbatical year was the jubilee. 
Seven-times-seven days we are commanded to count from the 
second day of the festival commemorative of our release from 


reproaching and admonishing, if man neglects his duties, 


physical slavery, to the celebration of the fest 


morative of the givmg of the ival comme. 


our mindswere ro. 


slavccy. 
this recuftenee of the number 7 is destined (as ome oan 


to remind ef the creation accomplished ‘in «six days 
whether (as others suppose) this division ef time jg ting 
nected with the revolution of the moon—the period of which ig 
resolvable into seven times four days—it is in either case . 

ae pro. 
bable that it bears some relation to the term of life allott d 

ed to 
man, of which the psalmist says, “‘ Zhe days of our years are 
threescore years and. ten,’’—a cycle of seven tens. This number 
of years, compared with the number of duties imposed upoy 
us, might appear but small; yea, “* The day is short, the lahoyp 
is great,” (and what is still worse,) “ the labourers are indo. 
lent.” The relation between our span of existence and the dy. 
ties to be performed in it, between our desire and our power 
of performance ; the results consequent on such performance 
ee the incentives that impel us thereto, have all been thys 
beautifully expressed in the Mishna, by one of our sages, 

“yp own. (Life is short). A trite remark, but like many other 
wholesome truths, it cannot be too frequently remembered. 
especially when we see how apt men are to lose sight of it, amid 
the bustle of practical life. The disparity between theory and 
practice is nowhere so glaring as in the neglect with which this 
axiom, so universally received, is treated. We know our life 
is short, and yet we act as if we were to live here for eyer! 
Knowing that we must soon quit this earthly tenement, we yet 
seek its embellishment as if it were ours for all time; too often 
neglecting to prepare for our existence hereafter! What ren- 
ders this neglect still less excusable, still more difficult to com. 
— is the disproportion between the time allotted and the 

abour to be accomplished. 

maw moxbom (The labour is great). Every human being has 
serious and numerous duties to discharge, but none so many and 
sO important as those required of the Israelite. Besides those 
which he has in common With the members of other nations, he 
must also perform those imposed upon him as the special guardian 
of that code which is to humanize and civilize the world. Again. 
among the Israelites themselves, it is those who stand at the head 
of congregations who have the most arduous duties to exercise. 
It is they who are to set the example to their constituents. 

But, unfortunately, we too often find odyy odpm (The 
labourers are indolent). Inquire, why has the youth not 
sufficiently profited by the instruction imparted to him? Why 
has the parent not more effectively fulfilled his duties towards 
his offspring? The uniform answer will be—he was too indo- 
lent, ineuire how is it that so much is talked of, and so little 
done? How is it that the time for acting is so frequently irit- 
tered away in idle talk, that the zeal, ready to uproot mountains, 
has evaporated in the evening, even as a shadow that passeth 
“ie the meadow? It is ‘* because the labourers are too indo- 
ent.” 

And yet—nann I3wm (The reward is great). Greatas are the 
obstacles which man encounters in the performance of his du- 
ties, equally great is the promised reward. No doubt many ol 
the obstacles might be overcome by genuine zeal and by perse- 
verance, although others, in the circumstances under which we 
happen to be placed, appear insurmountable. But even then, 
the earnest will, the good intention, will no less meet with a 
reward. Such is the difference between the endeavours for the 
obtainment of a material object, and those put forth for one of @ 
spiritual nature. If, in the pursuit of a material object we fail, 
our whole labour is lost; but every effort made in behalf of a 
spiritual object, is sure, in some measure, and at sometime, to 
prove effective. It is a grain of seed entrusted to the earth; ™ 
will take root, bud forth, and yield its harvest. 

In proportion to the greatness of the reward, 
urged to strive for it; for—pnyy (The 
urgent). Who isthe proprietor? Reason—Conscience. 
tionably to the magnitude of the obstacles, has God provide 
men with powerful stimulants. It is reason that teaches 
how to compare, how to value terrestrial and celestial gifts. 


is the heavenly voice of conscience resounding in every ona 


are we also 
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| 
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‘so and consoling if he fulfils them. It is reason and consci 
Eat should sway mankind ; to their guidance should we oul 
mit ourselves. Happily, there are men who obey their dictates, 
Of such:a class is he who now intercedes for his unfortunate 
brethren ina distant country. God's blessing will rest upon 
the efforts of Sir Moses Montefiore. The Guardian of Israel 
neither slambereth nor sleepeth ; and the truth of this will, it 
is hoped, be once more manifested in this noble mission. 

The Rev. Lecturer then concluded, as usual, with an appro- 
priate and impressive prayer. 


THE CONVERSIONISTS. 


It is some time since the godless attempt of these associa- 
tions to seduce Israel from his allegiance have come under our 
notice; but their extra activity during this month, to give 
éclat to their annual meetings in Exeter Hall, has obtruded 
their organs upon our attention, and renewed our astonishment 
that pious Christians should contribute their means to the 
maintenance of so impious a snare. It appears that a new 
_ Bishop is appointed to Jerusalem (this time he is a Gentile) ; 
but we would ask any rational and humane man, what blessing 
can be expected from a mission which confessedly leaves whole 
families starving, while it expends its ample funds in such works 
as enticing a sick mother into their conversion hospital, and, upon 
her death, provoking an indecent strife over the body in an attempt 
to inter it, against the will of the authorities, in the Jewish 
ground! ‘This is the tale as told by their own report (see Jewish 
Intelligence for May, 1846); and we are at a loss to conceive 
how a confederacy which avowedly outrages the feelings and 
provokes the execrations of all Jerusalem, can claim to represent 
“a mission of peace !"’ 

A rival society, whose organ is the (pseudo) ‘‘ Voice of Israel,” 
has this month an extraordinary editorial appeal, pregnant with 
instruction. It is a sort of denunciation of the system of bap- 
tizing needy foreign adventurers, who, neither Jews nor Chris- 
tians, become, in the words of the editor (himself an apostate 
from J udaism)— 

“ Pseudo-converts, who live by preying on the Christian public. 
An ever increasing multitude of importunate mendicants, 
where the new and hitherto unheard-of applicant, jostles the appli- 
cant of fifteen years standing.” 

The hatred of all Rabbinical influence exhibited by the con- 
version organs, which denounce it as the sole barrier to their 
success, is strikingly exemplified in the publications before us. 
We find Dr. Philippsohn’s attack upon Chief Rabbi Adler, in 
the matter of the Burton-street Congregation, eagerly caught 
up; and the journal which reproduced it here, is, as usual, 
commended to notice. Nay, ina circular issued by the apostate 
editor before-mentioned, he has the effrontery to instance the 
establishment of a synagogue of ‘* Reformed Jews,” (on the 
understanding that they repudiate Rabbinical authority,) as 
_ an argument for supplying the same district of London with a 
chapel for apostates ! 


The Intermarriage Question. 


We read, in No. 16 of the T. Z. W., an article dated from 
London, and evidently called forth b the epistle of Dr. 
Philippsohn to the Burton Street Seceders, as reproduced in 
their nglish organ. The following is the substance of the 
article, the introductory remarks being omitted as unnecessary 
for our public, who are sufficiently acquainted with the bearings 
of the question. 

“ Here, as well as in all England, it is sufficiently known 
that Dr. Adler, not long after his arrival, held out to the 
leaders of the reformers the prospect of a repeal of the cherem, 
in case they would, under certain conditions, return to the 
synagogue. That was all that Dr. A. could do in order to 
manifest his disposition for peace ; since an unconditional re- 
peal of the cherem, apart from the religious principles involved, 
would certainly have implied a sentence of condemnation 
against the late Chief Rabbi Hirschel, as also against the sur- 
viving members, of the Portuguese Beth-Din. Dr, A. was, 
therefore, religiously and morally obliged to maintain the 
status quo in its full extent. That Dr. A. has gone beyond 
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his predecessor, as it is attempted to represent on the part of 
the reformers, is evidently false; because, as it is now suf- 
ficiently known, and as we declare most definitively, Dr. A. did 
not oblige Jane Angel to profess that she no longer belonged 
to that congregation, but she did so of her own free will. 
Having premised thus much, we will now enter upon the ex- 
amination of the epistle, which, as communicated by the Reform 
organ, produced a most painful impression ; so that the “‘ V. of 
J.” could not refrain from making the remark, that although Dr. 
A. had protested against the legality of the principles of Dr. 
Philippsohn’s reform association, personalities against Dr. A. 
were certainly unworthy of a minister. We will not attribute 
unworthy motives......we will take it for granted, that every- 
thing has been done out of pure interest in the principles of 
reform. But then the only one condition which might excuse 
such meddling, would be, before all, veracity, and next, a strict 
treatment of the case in the abstract, avoiding every personality. 
We find ourselves miserably disappointed on both points, Whilst 
the question really concerns a declaration made entirely of free ac- 
cord, in the presence of several witnesses, and without the employ- 
ment of any sort of force whatever ; we see charges ofan hierar- 
chical, and unheard-of exercise of violence, a moral compulsion, 
an inquisition! Is it not hypocrisy and jesuitism without pa- 
rallel, to talk here of Canaanite idolatry, and of the passage— 
“Thou shalt not give thy daughters to their sons, nor to th 

sons their daughters?” Is it not a deception sanneoedeatel, 
to make the uninformed believe, that half, if not three fourths, 
of the German Jews, adhere to their principles; while the 
famous modern Rabbis, the sole authors of the so called reform, 
are only a miserable and scanty minority; while the largest 
congregations in Germany daily evince anew their faithful ad- 
herence to the religion inherited from their fathers ;—while 
the mass of the people, by numerous signatures, declare their 
adherence to orthodox J oe es ;—while the very same organ, 
not long since, broke out into melancholy jeremiades, on 
the apathy of the large congregations, and of the mass of 
the people with respect to its reforms ?—There is untruth and 
deception in every line; Slander in every sentence; and can 
we misunderstand the motives of this epistle? No; so blind 
its writer will not suppose us......”—Zvreue Zions Wachter. 


Judaism in France.—The delegates from the various French 
Consistoires will assemble during the month of May, for the 
purpose of electing a Chief Rabbi of the Central Consistoire. 
A meeting of such of those delegates as happened to be in Paris, 
was recently held, and the question of deferring the election 
for some years (till there should be more candidates, better 
prepared,) was agitated: it was ultimately decided to proceed 
at once to the nomination. The Arch. Isr. which gives this 
information, enters into a discussion of the merits of the pro- 
gressionist and the conservative principles, and expresses a 
hope that a representative of the former will obtain this im- 
portant appointment; one who will abolish all unnecessary 
prayers, and introduce some in the French language; as also 
abolish the -post-biblical feasts, (i. e. the second days of the 
festivals,) &c. The meeting above alluded to, has, says the 
same paper, addressed a circular to the various departmental 
Consistoires, containing the following 9 points, to be submitted 
to the candidates for their opinion. 

‘‘1. The union of the German and Portuguese Minhagim, 
into one that shall be called the French Min This to be 
accompanied by the introduction, into all the Synagogues of 
France, of the same religious melodies and the same mode of 
reading, (the Sephard. ) 

‘‘2. Giving to religious ceremonies, and to public worship, 
to marriages, funerals, and confirmations, more solemnity and 
dignity. 

i 3, Striking out from the liturgy all those prayers which a 

ear incompatible with the civil and polton position of the 
J ews in France—their only country, and abolishing Peyutim. 

‘4, Authorising the introduction of an organ into all Syna- 

gogues; to be used during divine service. 


'- 5, Assuring to women amore important position in the 


community; by a better religious education, by a solemn con- 
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firmation, and also by admitting them to take part in public 
worship. 


“6. Completing and reforming, if necessary, the rabbinical 
school at Metz. 

**7. Abolishing, on the occasion of marriage or burial, of all 
tests; adopting of the principle, that every individual of Jewish 
parentage, calling himself an Israelite, ought to be considered 
a member of the community. 

“8. The propagation of the doctrine that charity is the duty 
of a rabbi, no less than education, and therefore, that he ought 
not only to preach the word of God, but to visit the sick and 
afflicted, whether in hospitals, prisons, or private houses. 

** 9. The introduction into the rite of circumcision of improve- 
ments, demanded by the progress of science.” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


London Hospital.—The published report of the dinner given 
on the 23rd ult., in aid of the funds of this excellent institution, 
makes an official acknowledgment for about 2502. received from 
‘* The gentlemen of the Hebrew nation, by Messrs. D. Salomons 
and L. Phillips, stewards.’’ Of this, 58/7. 6s. 10d. is the in- 
terest arising from the ‘‘ Hebrew Ward Trust Fund.” Our 
readers are aware that at these anniversary dinners, a Jewish 
table is always provided for the guests of that nation. 


The Iiluminated Ten Commandments —(Communicated),. 
**We have been favored by Mr. De Lara, with a view of the ori- 
ne drawing of this skilful production. It is an exceedingly 

andsome drawing, and has elicited the approbation of several 
visitors to Mr. De Lara’s office ; amongst others that of a dis- 
tinguished Earl, who has subscribed for several copies, and 
honored Mr. De Lara by appointing him drawing master to 
his family.” 

Sussex Hall.—On Tuesday, the 28th ult., Mr. Henry Russell 
gave another of his popular entertainments to a crowded 
auditory ; and on Monday evening last, Mr. Henderson de- 
livered a Lecture on Italian Music, which was illustrated by 
selections from the best composers, ably performed by the 
Collins’ family. The Hall was well tended. and the lecture 
gave satisfaction.—The lectures of Mr. Angel, on the Jews of 
Western Europe, just concluded, shall be noticed in our next, 


Western Synagogue, St. Alban's Place.—Some misunder- 
standing having arisen in this synagogue, between Mr. Henry 
Alexander and the authorities of the congregation, the matter 
was referred to the arbitration of our Rev. Chief Rabbi; we 
are happy to hear that the affair has been amicably settled. 


Birmingham. — A local paper (the Birmingham Journal) 
reaches us as we are preparing for press, and contains the re- 
pe of a public dinner given to our co-religionist, David 

arnett, Esq., by the newly appointed Guardians of the poor, 
in acknowledgment of the able and impartial manner in which 
he discharged the duties of Chairman at the recent parish 
election. Several members of the Town Council were present, 
and letters were read from the High Bailiff and others, ap- 
proving the object of the meeting, “ad regretting their daavedt 
able absence. A special table was provided for the Jewish 


agp including the Rev. Dr. Raphall, and several members of 
bi 


s congregation. Mr. Hunt, in proposing the health of Mr. 
Barnett, passed a high compliment on his public and private 
character, and in recognition of the uprightness and efficiency 
with which Jews are accustomed to fulfil the duties of public 
trust. Mr. Barnett made an eloquent and appropriate response ; 
in the course of which, he said— 


“ If we look at it truly, this present festive meeting is in honor 
of a man who has discharged a public duty in the manner he ought 
todo. Now, I should like to know, why a man is to be honoured 
or complimented for only doing right? ..... Are we not from 
infancy brought up, taught y our parents, instructed by our 
teachers, to act rightly, as our doing so will be for our true inte- 
rest and our on core P Have we not lessons laid down for us to 
guide us through life morally and politically, and which tell me in. 
plain English that honesty is the best policy. By your permission, 


and by the permission of the reverend and learned f,; 
right bee; and at my left, I will name to you some of 0 rat 
which I have received. First from our Hebrew traditions hue 
say, Emeth yoreh darco, ‘ Truth leads on to the right road? e 
who truth for his guide can never lose himself 
same traditions also say, Sheker en lo raglayim, ‘ Falsehood h . 
foundation.’ Even as a building raised without a foundation n red 
stand for a short time, but must at last fall and tumble to eo 
so likewise fraud and falsehood may, for a brief period, atk 
man to impose upon and deceive people, but eventually he must be 
found out and destroyed in public estimation as well as hjc ow 
Such are the lessons | have learned from Hebrew tradition “ 
There is a higher principle still that makes me appreciate the. r°. 
ceedings of this evening, not for my sake only, but because ‘th 
liberality you show this day will benefit society at large. [t will 
form a lesson, an example, which will result in creating a better 
understanding and more pveney feeling, not only between Jew 
aon Gentile, but between men of all denominations, however gig. 
ering.” 
Manchester, 4th May, 5606—1846 ; (official).—The fol]oy. 
ing gentlemen were yesterday installed in office, at the annual 
meeting of this congregation. Mr. L. Wolff, pnp ( President), 


Mr. J. M. Isaac, mpty ‘x33 (Treasurer and Overseer of the Puor), 


Mr. D. Falk, (Warden of the Cemetry, and 
Visitor of the Sick). Communicated by M. H. Simonson, See. 


Prussian Conversions.—In a new German periodical, “ The 
Jew in Germany's presence,” (edited by Mr. E. Cohn, iu Ham- 
burgh,) we find a curious extract from a statistical work ; it is 
an enumeration of the annual conversions to Christianity which 
have taken place in Prussia, from 1838 to 1843, The number 
of annual converts varies from 97 to 122, whilst the conver. 
sions to Protestantism have not exceeded 105. As the Jewish 
population in Prussia amounts to 206,592, the loss by 
conversion is not even 2 in 1000. If we consider the great 
religious laxity of these Jews, the prodigious efforts of the con- 
versionists in that kingdom, and the special encouragement held 
out from the highest quarters to apostacy from judaism, every one 
must feel surprise at the comparatively small result! But how 
are we to reconcile these statements with those made in the 
magazines of the Conversion Societies! On reading their mag- 
niloquent accounts, one would think that the ancient race of 
Jews, if not extinct, is fast merging into the masses of the Gen- 
tiles. Such reports remind us of the computations made bya 
certain politician, who, having registered the number of slain 
= the momentous period between 1789 and 1816, as re- 
ports in newspapers, found that the dead exceeded the num- 

er of the European population, and was therefore very much 
astonished to find that Europe had not yet been converted into 
a desert.—In the same paper we find, that there are at 
present 863 synagogues in Prussia; that is to say, a place of 
worship for every 239 Jews. 


Sir Moses Montefiore was, soon after his arrival at Berlin, 
visited by the English ambassador. He is said to have seen 
pay few persons, and not to have communicated with any 


on his journey to Petersburgh.—(Sabbath Blatt.) 


Manna.—The Courier de Constantinople of 24th Jan. con- 
tains the following statement :— | | 

‘« Letters from Jenisher announce, that for several days manna 
has been falling from time to time, and served the inhabitants 
for food. It fell in lumps of the size of a hazel-nut, and 1n con- 
siderable quantity. The inhabitants rub it into flour and bake 
it into bread.” —( Sabbath Blatt.) 


Russia.—The papers announce the sad news that the govern- 
ment has ordered a triple cordon of Cossacks to the frontier, “ 
pigeans the emigration of the Jews. The Czar 1s absolutely 

etermined that they shall die either on the deserts of Siberia, 
or in the shame of apostacy to the Russo-Greek church.— 
(Univ. Isr.) 


A Curious N egociation is said to be on foot between 
Jews of Hungary and their government. The latter having 
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ears levied upon the Jews a tax (toleration tax) not warranted | 
by the constitution, several communities have lately refused 
to pay it. The executive, afraid of not finding the assistance 
necessary for enforcing the payment, and the arrears having 
meanwhile increased to a very large sum, proposals have been 
made by the government to the heads of the Jews, to the effect 
that it would be satisfied with 120,000/. to be paid within 11 
years. It is on this basis that the Jews are now negotiating, 


Posen; Deaf and Dumb Asylum.—Henceforth Jews also will 
he admitted into this institution. The Provincial Council of 
Education has requested the Town Council to ascertain which 
of the Jewish teachers would be best qualified to give religious 
instruction to the afflicted of that creed that might happen 
to be admitted. 


Jews in China.—The Revue de l’Orient has published two 
letters from Catholic missionaries in China, containing, how- 
ever, nothing new or useful on the topic. The American 
Jewish Chronicle, after summing up the very little that is 
known concerning the Jews in China, suggests several perti- 
nent inquiries to be instituted by those having opportunity to 
put them. 

There are now several Anglo-Jewish subscribers to the 
Voice of Jacob in China. How is it that they institute no 
such inquiries after their brethren living in that empire? The 
scanty knowledge now possessed concerning them will be found | 
in our first volume. 


Intolerance.—All Jews in Vienna, foreign as well as native, 
are obliged to pay a Capitation tax: and if a foreigner wishes 
to marry in that city, he must pay an impost of at least 10 per 
cent. on the dowry he receives with the bride.—<rch. Isr. 


Algeria.—The organization of the Algerine Consistoires will 
soou commence. M. Altaras having resigned the office con- 
fided to him, M. Cohen has been appointed by the Minister of 
War, to superintend the proceedings necessary for carrying 
out the decree of the 9th November, 1845.—Jdid. 


Bavaria: Progress.—On the 27th April, Baron Gumppenberg | 
laid a proposition before the Chamber, to emancipate the Jews | 
in 1849, and, meantime, to modify in their favour the excep- 
tional laws against them. It may be stated that there are 
60,000 Jews in Bavaria, and that they are suffering under very 
severe enactments.—.Worning Herald, 


AMERICA—(Gleanings from The Occident).—The Shebat 
(* eb.) number of this valued organ of our Transatlantic bre- 
thren, contains many articles of interest. Perhaps the most 
important is the installation of Dr. Lilienthal (from Riga), as 
Chief Rabbi of the three German congregations in New York. 
The reporter appropriately says— | 

“The appointment of a Chief Rabbi, may be considered a new 
era in our religious concerns. Hitherto no such authority was 
acknowledged here, and any religious question, requiring decision, 
which arose in our midst, was submitted to a foreign authority. 
The difficulty attending such a mode of proceeding, prevented 
many an important question from being settled at all, and the 
consequence was that several cases have been acted upon in a 
summary and unauthorized manner, or, at least, remain in uncer- 
tainty..” All this can now be obviated. We have now a standard, 
round which to rally our scattered forces. A 173M D’¥ has also 


been formed, where “05n and the D'PD'D will be studied. I hope 
that the Chief Rabbi will be assisted in his efforts to place our 
religion on a solid footing by every well-minded [sraelite, and that 
the hearty welcome he , received at the hands of his country- 
men, of whom many have known him in the old world, may stir 
up the emulation of other congregations to place themselves under 
his spiritual guidance. * * * * I am happy to state that the 
Chief Rabbi cherishes no sympathy with the so-called reforming 
Rabbis of Germany ; but that he is adverse to their movements, 
and fully determined to uphold our religious institutions and to be 
guided only by the law, as it is laid down in the Bible and ex- 
plained by our sages.” 


The following extract from Dr. 
expressive. | 


L.’s sermon is important and 
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‘“ With reference to the Synagogue, he would introduce no un- 
warranted innovations. He was aware of the factious spirit which 
at the present moment disturbs the peace and happiness of many 
of our congregations, which were once united in brotherly love, 
with the noble champions of our ancient and venerable institutions 
on the one side, and the self-styled progress-men, whose watchword 
is ‘Onward,’ on the other. ut these innovators, having over- 
stepped the marks established by our wise forefathers, could only 
do so from their ignorance of our law and our history, or from a 
determination not to appreciate the beneficent influence the Oral 
Law has exercised over our people, during the time of its disper- 
sion, and to set it aside at all hazards. ut at the same time, 
whilst he would keep aloof from innovations, he would see that 
order and decorum be established, as the }*73 (ordinance of the law) 
enjoins. He made here various quotations from the Orach Chayim, 
Maimonides, Zohar, and other works, all going to show, how the 
materials of a wholesome reform of the Synagogue were contained 
in these codes, if only properly understood and acted upon.” 


Mobile has now its synagogue, consecrated on the 27th 
Kislev, (26th Dec.) The Sabbath evening service was per- 
formed by the newly appointed Reader, Mr. De Silva, formerly 
of New York; pat a discourse was delivered by Colonel D. 
Salomon. The history of the building is curious; it-was ori- 
ginally an Episcopalian place of worship, then a Unitarian 
chapel, and next a meeting-house of the Universalists ; now it 
has reverted to the worship of Israel, ‘ the First-born,” ‘* the 
Chosen.” 

The National Restoration.—How striking and instructive is 
the fact, that scarcely a single Jewish public dinner takes place 
in the western hemisphere, without the introduction of some 
sentiment bearing on our national hopes! At Cincinatti, the 


fourth anniversary of the Hebrew Benevolent 
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Society,” was celebrated during the Feast of Chanukah (Dee. 
last). After the following toast—‘t The United States; may the 
Almighty bless her for the protection she affords our scattered 
brethren”—and after the assembly had made acknowledgment 
of the freedom, the equity, the prosperity which bind them to 
that western soil, they responded with a perfect enthusiasm to 
the sentiment—** Judea, the land of our inheritance.” The 


speech of Mr. B. W. Symmonds, in response to this sentiment, 
proved an eloquent and soul stirring address, and would well 


deserve to be reproduced in our columns did space permit it. 


New York Hebrew Benevolent Society.—The seventy-fourth 
anniversary of this Society was celebrated by a public dinner 
on the 5th of November. 

On the conclusion of the dinner and dessert, the President 
announced that it was customary to sell the honour and privi- 
lege of saying the blessing tothe highest bidder, for the benefit 
of the poor. It was purchased for thirty-five dollars, by Abraham 
Jackson, Esq. 

The table having been cleared, several highly interesting 
speeches were delivered. We are sorry that want of space 
limits us to a few meagre extracts. 

From the speech of the President, Judge Noah :— 

‘To me, gentlemen, it is a source of the highest gratifica- 
tion and pleasure to see you assembled around the festive board 
on this interesting occasion. It is near twenty-four years since 
a few members obtained from the Legislature of the state, the 
charter under which this society is governed ;—the little plant, 
watered and nurtured by your fostering hand, has grown into 
a goodly tree, which in time will spread its protecting branches 
over the aged and indigent; and that time I must say has 
already arrived ; for from a population of some 5 or 600 Jews, 
when the charter was first established, we have now increased 
to over ten thousand, and from a single Synagogue, nine places 
of worship, I am told, have arisen. A hardy, enterprising race 
of men, driven by despotic laws from foreign governments, 
here find a home, freedom, comfort, and wealth ; supportin 
their own poor, and respecting the laws of that land whic 
afforded them protection ; and adhering faithfully to their re- 
ligious rites and ordinances. To the world at large, we are 
ever objects of peculiar interest, as the descendants of the 
Israelites who came out of the land of Egypt—the people to 


whom were intrusted the oracles of God,—and the livin 
witnesses of their truth. Born in the infancy of the world, 
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preserved amidst the’ rise and decay of ancient and modern 
nations, we may be destined, as the chosen people, if’ we are 
true to ourselves, to be the last, as we have been the first of 
nations.”’ 

From the speech of Mr. Phillips :— 

‘‘There is a pride inherent in the Israelite, which shrinks 
from soliciting at the hands of strangers the aid he may claim 
of his brethren. Hence, instead: of resorting to the public chari- 
ties, our own societies take care of our own poor. The public 
Alms Houses contain no Israelites; and what is far more grati- 
fying, it is rarely indeed the walls of a prison enclose a Jew for 
offending against the laws of the land,—not that we are exempt 
from the frailties or the vices of human nature, but because 
obedience to the laws and a reverence for virtue are early in- 
culcated, and seldom forgotten.” 

From the speech of the Rev. Mr. Labagh, an Episcopal 
clergyman :— 

‘**'The gentleman who just addressed you, alluded in his re- 
marks, to the many bitter persecutions that your people have 
endured in past centuries. Sir, 1 do here, in the name of Chris- 
tianity, express my deep repentance for all the cruelties and 
wrongs that have been inflicted upon the chosen people of God, 
by Christian hands; and, Sir, could I with tears of penitence 
wash away the guilt that has been contracted by these cruelties, 
I would pray, in the language of one of your prophets, ‘ Oh, 
that my head were waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that 1 might weep day and night for the sins of my people.’ 

‘Sir, [ hope I have not read history without profit. One 
important lesson that 1 have learned from history 1s this: that 
persecution of the Jews has always been an unprofitable busi- 
ness for the Gentiles. When I read in that book, which is 
peculiarly a Jewish book—though, through the mercy of God, 
open to the perusal of all mankind—that the Most Iigh re- 
proved kings for their sake, saying, ‘ Touch not mine anointed, 
and do my prophets no harm,’ and again, ‘ He that toucheth 
you toucheth the apple of mine eye,’ I feel that it is better for 
all men to keep their hands off them ; and when I learn what 
has been the fate of all their oppressors, I feel the more deeply 
convinced of this truth. Sir, follow their history down from 
the earliest to the present time, and see if it is not so.” 

‘** Ts it not true, then, that it is safe to be their friend, but 
dangerous to be their enemy ? And so throughout their whole 
history. The Babylonians led them into captivity ; the Persians 
liberated and restored them. The Greeks had constant wars 
with them during the reign of the Maccabees ; and the Romans 
finally destroyed their city and temple, and scattered them over 
the face of the earth. Now look what follows. Babylon be- 
came a den of dragons, and the nation wholly lost. Greece 
became divided, distracted, broken up and subdued. Rome, 
overrun with northern barbarians, lost its imperial sovereignty, 
and was divided among the conquering tribes. Persia alone 
remains. ‘Through many revolutions and changes of dynasty, 
itis Persia still, Is there any thing in all this that may be 
attributed to the working of the principle, ‘ Blessed is he that 
blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee?’ Do we 
come down to modern times. Spain, about four 


hundred years ago, was one of the mightiest kingdoms of 


Europe, and had all the elements of increasing prosperity 
and power. In an evil moment she passed a decree of banish- 
ment against the ‘ Children of the Covenant ;’ and what has 
been the consequence? A downward course, until she has 
come to be designated by the title of ‘ poor unhappy Spain.’ 
‘* Mr. President, I rejoice that my forefathers assisted in 
laying the foundation of a government under which the sword 
of persecution was never to be drawn out against the Jews; 
where he is to enjoy, of right, all the privileges of the most 
favoured classes. And I say to my brethren, wherever I go, 
Be kind to the children of Israel. All civilized nations are 
their debtors. It has been a question whether it is wise and 
safe to receive into full citizenship such great numbers of the 
population of Europe as annually come to our shores. Now, 
sir, without entering into this question generally, allow me to 
say, for myself, that | welcome to-these shores as many of the 
children of Abraham as may incline to cast in their lot with us.”’ 
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From the speech of Mr. George Lyon :— 

“Truly, it is a matter of regret that we are destitute of th 
means of disseminating intelligence of our holy fraterpit 
the extent requisite; and it is‘still more to be regretted, thas 
general apathy on this subject permits the valuable periodical 
which I have just alluded to, (The Occident;) with its indisputa 
ble: claims to public support, from the acknowledged talent and 
ability of its learned editor, to want that support and general — 
circulation which its merit fully entitle itto. Earnestly do I hope 
that the time is not far distant, when this literary des 
this coolness of support, will cease. Indeed, the paragraphist 
himself is well qualified to take the lead in this matter: how. 
ever, gentlemen, to you I appeal, for it remains with you to 
support every attempt which may be made to elevate and or. 
ganize our co-religionists : you must erect colleges ; you must 
educate well and extensively your youth of both sexes: yoy 
must create an ecclesiastical authority—an authority before 
which the mind will bend without the heart being abased, and 
that not for carrying out any specific changes in our ritual, 
but for securing its greater efficiency.” 


LETTER BOX. 
Civil and Political Influence of the Jews in Canada, 


Montreat, Feb. 25, 1846.—Permit me to offer you a few 
remarks on the Civil and Political Rights of the Jews in Ca. 
nada; a subject which may not be altogether uninteresting to 
your numerous readers. Whilst our brethren are writhing under 
the iron hand of despotism in Northern Europe, and multi. 
tudes are leaving the territories of the autocrat, to seek an 
asylum in the land of the enlightened and the free, some hardy 
adventurer may direct his steps to our hospitable shores, where 
he will enjoy the fullest measure of religious liberty, that is 
possessed by our fellow subjects in any part of the British do- 
minions. Here, we have toleration in matters of faith gua- 
ranteed to us by the laws of the land; we are entitled to hold 
the highest civil offices in the province, and we are exempt 
from those odious restrictions to which our brethren are liable 
in the metropolitan state. There was a law, passed in our 
provincial legislature a few years ago, which I shall transcribe 
for the information of your readers. It was prepared by the 
Honorable Henry Black, of Quebec, a gentleman to whom 
the Jews of Canada are deeply indebted, for his noble and dis- 
interested exertions on their behalf. Himself an ardent ad- 
mirer of constitutional liberty, and the firm and zealous pro- 
moter of religious freedom, he has, by his influence and 
position in the community, chiefly contributed to place the 
Jews on a footing of equality with his Christian fellow subjects. 

The Provincial Statute to which I have alluded, is, the Ist 
William IV., chapter 57, intituled ‘“* An Act, to declare per- 
sons, professing the Jewish religion, entitled to all the rights 
and privileges of the other subjects of His Majesty in- this 
province. 

“Whereas doubts have arisen, whether persons professing 
the Jewish religion, are, by law, entitled to many of the privi- 
leges enjoyed by the other subjects of His Majesty, within 
this province: Be it therefore declared and enacted, Xc., that 
all persons, professing the Jewish religion, being natural born 
British subjects, inhabiting and residing in this province, are 
entitled and shall be deemed, dialled and taken to be en- 
titled to the full rights and privileges of the other subjects of 
His Majesty, his heirs or successors, to all intent, construction 
and purposes whatsoever, and capable of taking, having OF 
enjoying any office or place of trust whatsoever, within this 
province,” 

Previous to the passing of this law, there had been Jews 
appointed to office in the province, and although the late 
lamented Ezekiel Hart, Esq., of Three Rivers, was illegal 
excluded from his seat in the Colonial Legislature, 1n 1808, 
perhaps, since that period, no doubt has existed as to co 
right to the fullest participation of the privileges enjoyed by 
our Christian brethren. d 

Besides this law, there is another on our statute book, pass¢ 
in the ninth year of the reign of George [V., chapter 10, iD- 


tituled “An Act, to extend certain privileges therem met 


titution, and 
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tioned to persons professing the Jewish religion, and for the 
obviating certain inconveniences, to which other of His Ma- 
esty’s subjects might otherwise be exposed.” 

The principal provisions of this Bill are— 

1. To authorize the Prothonotaries of the Court of Qucen’s 
Bench, in each of the districts of this province, to keep a 
register of British subjects, being Jews, resident in the province 
and above 21 years of age. 

2. To call meetings in each district for the election of 
trustees, under this Act. 

3. To allow five registered Jews to be elected as such trus.- 
tees. 

4, To choose a chairman and secretary, » 

5, Prothonotaries of the district to register the names of 
the trustees, and in case of vacancies, how to be filled up. 

6. Trustees may hold land, to the extent of five acres, as a 
burial ground and for building a house for the minister, 

7, Licensed ministers of the Jewish religion, to keep register 
in duplicate. 

8. Certain provisions of the 35th George IIL., cap. 4; ex- 
tended to registers kept by the Jewish ministers. ss 

9, After the election of trustees, the birth or death of chil- 
dren to be enregistered. 

10. Such registers and extracts from them, declared valid in 
law. 

This bill became law in 1831.—It was introduced into the Legis- 
lative Assembly, by the Honorable Charles Richard Ogden, 
lately Attorney-General of this Province, and at present filling 
the same office in the Isle of Man. He is connected, by mar- 
riage, with the Lord Chancellor of England, and is a gentle- 
man who bore a high character in Lower Canada, for his liberal 
and enlightened views, in matters affecting the civil and re- 
'ligious liberty of its inhabitants. 

I may here observe, that our: late governor, Lord Metcalfe, 
acting in the spirit of religious toleration inculcated by these 
just and beneficent legislative provisions, appointed one of our 
brethren, to an office of great political importance in the Pro- 
vince, and has thereby added another claim to our gratitude 
and respect, for his liberality in choosing persons of our re- 
ligious persuasion for judical and other offices, whilst adminis- 
tering the government of Jamaica. It is pleasing, Sir, to re- 
flect on the progress which persons of .our holy Faith are 
making in the great work of regeneration, in this remote part 
of Her Majesty’s dominions; whilst the Jewish population of 
many parts of Europe are as yet unfree from the trammels of 
persecution, sprung from the bigotry and superstition of the 
dark ages, the Jew, in Catholic Canada, may worship the God 
ofhis Fathers in peace and security, and may repose in the con- 
sciousness, that his faith is upheld and protected by the laws 
of his country.—I know there are many well believing persons 
who maintain, that our political degeneration, in some of the 
countries where the Jew may dwell, affords conclusive evidence 
of the truth of our religion, and the fulfilment of the Prophecies 
respecting it. True, but as long as the period of our probation 
continues; as long as it pleases Divine Providence to expose us 
to the trials and vicissitudes we have experienced in many 
parts of the world, the sincere and orthodox Jew may hail 
with delight the granting of such boons as those we have re- 
ceived in Canada.—The free and unfettered exercise of the 
rites and ceremonies of our religion, require and imperiously 
demand freedom from all political restraints. We are not 
willing to endure the persecution of the religious zealots of 
Damascus! nor are we ae of being exposed to the ferocity 


of His Imperial Majesty, the Czar of the Russias !! 
Apotpuus W. Hart, Barrister at-Law. 


The late Mr. Isaac Cohen. | 
_ Sirs,—The severe calamity which has befallen the Jewish com- 
munity by the sudden demise of Mr. Isaac Cohen must suggest 
to many of us the inquiry—Who is to supply his place ?—for, 
that a void has been created, by his removal from that sphere of 
Usefulness in which he was wont to be engaged, none can deny. 
Sad, indeed, will it be for the Jewish charities and institutions, 
which owe so much to his fostering care, if there fail to be 
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found another among us embued with similar feelings of libe- 
rality and philanthropy to those which characterized every 
public and private act of that good man, Who that joined in 
the mournful train of grateful and lamenting hearts which fol- 
lowed his remains to the grave—who that heard the well-merited 
panegyric so eloquently uttered on the departed by the Rev. 
Chiet Rabbi—but must have exclaimed to himeelf, Oh that 
my end may be like his!” Let us console ourselves with the 
assurance that there must be still among us some who are both 
able and wiiling to continue the goodly works in which he was 
ever engaged, and who will learn, from his example, how to 
accompany liberality with a sincere regard for the object to be 
served. How many are there who, not ungrateful for the 
liberal return which they have received for their industry and 
assiduity through life, are ever ready to assist the needy and 
destitute when solicited, but who, unfortunately, in public move- 
meuts for a like purpose, are too much actuated by those petty 
feelings so well exposed in one portion of an excellent letter 
to the Chief Rabbi contained in your valuable journal, and 
which feelings I trust that letter has been the means of totally 
dissipating. He who in future will take the lead, in objects of 
charity and benevolence, will enjoy the advantage of employing 
his influence in directions already pointed out, which our la- 
mented friend was not spared long enough to avail himself of, 
namely,—the Jewish College ;—the movement in favour of our 
persecuted brethren in Russia ;—Sussex Hall, &e.; all which 
great national objects were but just propounded a little while 
previous to Mr. Cohen’s death. Indeed, ‘tis well known that 
had he but lived a few days longer, he would have had the op- 
portunity of manifesting, in his wonted liberal manner, the warm 
interest he felt in the first mentioned of these objects—the 
Jewish College. Moreover, notwithstanding the munificent 
bequests which he made to various Jewish institutions—what 
might not have been expected had his will been executed more 
recently than seven or eight years back; for his interest on 
behalf of, and his liberality towards, all those institutions have 
been noticed to increase proportionately with the opportunities 
which he had of being useful to them. How much then remains 
to be done by us all, and more particularly by some individual 
amongst us, to compensate for the untimely removal of htm who 
was ever our leader in good deeds. Whosoever this individual 
may be, the God of Israel will surely aid him in his righteous 
career, and bless all his efforts for the welfare of his people with 
the success they merit. And thus will it be shown that, 
although “the Lord hath given and hath taken away,” the 
Lord can and will give yet again.—Your constant reader, 


London, 19 Jan. 5606. L. L. 


Literary.—“ By the Jamaica Times of the 12th and 19th of 
February last, we learn that Dr. Lewis Ashenheim, son of our 
townsman, Mr. Jacob Ashenheim, jeweller, is delivering a 
series of lectures at the Mico Institution of Kingston, on ‘‘ the 
proofs cf Divine Design, as evinced in the formation of man 
and other animals.’’ We understand from the lecturer, that his 
lectures are delivered by desire of his Excellency the Governor. 
The introductory lecture is simply and well told, well suited 
to the capacities of the ‘ million,” for whom, in fact, they are 
intended, being styled ‘‘ popular lectures.”’ All high sound- 
ing metaphors and perplexing technicalities are carefully and 
properly avoided, and this is a most important desideratum to 
the lay community.”*—Ldinburgh Evening Lost. 


Sanctity of an Oath : Extracts from the orcester Herald 


Sir, My attention has been called to the report of a trial in 
the last number of the Worcester Herald, in which Mr. Hud- 


| dleston defends the prisoner, and in which defence he thinks 


proper to make a novel, absurd, but atrocious charge against 
the Jews. These are the words reported :—* And then in re- 
gard to her fencing with him about the Rabbi, she knew as well 
as he did that a Jew looked upon a falsehood, told in the ab- 
sence of a Rabbi, as a very venial matter indeed; and his 
Lordship could corroborate him in saying, that an eminent 
Judge of the present day made it a rule, when Israelite wit. 


— 


* We regret our inability to find room for more of this criticism, 
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nesseés were to be examined, to have a Rabbi in court, in order | 
to insure their speaking the truth.” 

I have never heard of a Judge having such a crotchet, and 
presume to doubt it now; but this I do know, that no Rabbi 
could be found base enough to sanction, by his presence, so 

oss a falsehood, and I dare him to instance a single case. 
if there had been a scintilla of truth in the charge it would not 
have remained for the learned counsel to have published it to 
the world. It is such ingenious persons who discovered that 
Jews kidnap and eat little children—such who discovered that 
they mix the blood of Christian victims with their passover 
cakes !—charges quite as truthful as the learned gentleman’s. 

. rit Sir, yours obediently, Joun DAvis. 
Derby, March 25, 1846. 

[We are not surprised at Mr. Davis's indignant censure of 
the stigma thus apparently cast upon the whole Jewish people, 
but we presume—indeed it is surely impossible that it could 
have been otherwise—that the learned counsel in speaking of 
Jew and Israelite witnesses, meant the like vicious and un- 
educated persons among them as are but too often to be found 
among Christian witnesses. Even in the case of the Judge 
referred to, we cannot for one moment imagine that he would 
stop the evidence of Sir Moses Montefiore, or even of any re- 
spectable Jewish tradesman, employer, or operative, until the 

resence of a Rabbi was obtained. Ignorant and evil-minded 

hristian witnesses may be seen kissing their thumbs in ore 
of the book, and we have seen such persons severely rebuked ; 
but it would be very absurd in a Jewish Judge on that account 
to believe that all Christians were in the habit of fencing in 
such a way with oaths —/Vorcester Herald. | 


REVIEW. 


Worps or Peace Axp Trutu. A Reply to an ** Address to the 
Israelites of Great Britain,’ by a Levite. By Rabbi Moshe 
Israel Hassan. 


As this publication purports to refute a ‘‘ certain address to 
the Israelites of Great Britain,” those that take interest in such 
controversies may with justice ask the author of the pamphlet 
under notice, where is that address to be seen, that they may 
compare its statements with the present publication? It is in 
vain that we look over the title-page for information. We are, 
therefore, obliged to supply the omission, and to state that the 
address alluded to was inserted in No. 110, of the Voice of 
Jacob, (vol. iv.) Having now enabled the reader to compare 
both publications, we proceed to our notice. 

Having acquainted us, by way of introduction, with his line- 
age, and the cause of his journey to London,* Rabbi Moshe of 
Jerusalem, expresses his inability to understand that passage 
in the address which reproaches the Sephardim and Ashke- 
nazim with keeping up distinctions that characterize them 
as separate bodies. With a display of many quotations, cited 
from all kinds of Hebrew works, the author endeavours to roll 
away the reproach from these bodies. But after all that the 
author has so elaborately brought forward, the success attend- 
ing his endeavours will still remain problematical ; and there 
will no doubt be many who, after an attentive perusal of his 
arguments, will still side with the writer of the address. 

he author next remonstrates with the writer of the address, 
for using uncharitable expressions against the body of the 
English who declared against the seceders. R. Moshe 
endeavors to show that, however much the secession may be 
lamented by the body of the Jews, yet they could not have acted 
otherwise than they have done. The unbiassed reader will dis- 


* “The immediate cause of that mission is ‘ the fury of the oppressor, 
which is come upon the dwelling place of Mount Zion,’ and ‘ the craf- 
tiness of the seducers who seek to entrap the souls of Israel.’ To coun- 
teract this baneful tendency, the learned Rabbis and Elders of the holy 
city, both Sephardim as well as Ashkenazim (German and Portuguese), 
charged me to lift up my feet, however wearied, and to publish through 
my speech, however feeble, their anguish and affliction; throughout all 
- Europe where our brethren are scattered, and especially to those of this 
exceeding great city, whose chiefs are the honourable of the earth, whose 
renown spreads over the whole inhabitable globe; peradventure their hu- 
manity and benevolence may stimulate them to devise a remedy for this 
crying evil.” —Eztract from the Reply. 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


cover much more cogency in the reasonin 
the preceding; and were the pamphlet not so very small. /; 
contains only 14 pages,) we should have offered somo ae 9 {it 
bearing onthe subject. Ourauthor then addresses himself. ca 
members of the Burton Street congregation, exhortin th lap 
return; and he concludes with recommending the establishin, w 
schools for the proper tuition of Hebrew, as the best inten . 
removing existing errors and preventing future secessions oss 

Having analyzed the contents of the pamphlet, we hay, 
only to add that, in our opinion, the publication js every w : 
worth reading, and we hope a numerous sale wil] remunerat, 
the labor of a meritorious man. ° 


g on this point thay On 


Jews’ Hospital Anniversary.—We hear, while passing through the press, +} 
the Duke of Cambridge has promised to preside at the Dinner on the 25th besten 
and that the afternoon service will be performed at the Iospital, at h i 


alf } Pp 
of the same day, the Rev. The Chief Rabbi delivering a discourse on dhe tétaue 


“NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Dr. E. will observe that his request has been complied with. 


The following have been received.—Address of ‘* The Literary Associa. 
tion of the Friends of Poland’’—* Herald of Peace’’—*“ American Jowic) 
Chronicle’’—R eport of the Metropolitan Drapers’ Association. | 


For the verses of ‘“‘ Humanitas,” however creditable to his heart a:) 
talents, we are unable to find space. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Sabb. 9th May 13th of lyar Portion for the Week DWT) Ayony 


Portion for the Week )ON 


JEWS’ HOSPITAL, MILE END, 
For the Support of the Aged, and for the Education and Employment of Youth 


rEXHE ANNIVERSARY DINNER in aid of the Funds oj 

this Institution, will take place on MONDAY the 25th MAY, at the Lond: 
Tavern, Bishopsgate-strect. 

PATRON, 
H. R. H. The Duke of Cambridge. 
PRESIDENT. 
Hananel de Castro, Esq. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Baron Anthony De Rothschild | S. H. Ellis, Esq. 
TREASURERS. 
Samuel Cohen, Esq. | Aaron Joseph, Esq. 


STEWARDS. 
Sir Moses Montetiore. 
Benjamin Moses, Esq. 
Henry Moses, Esq. 
P, J. Salomons, Esq. 


S. H. Ellis, Esq. 
J. B. Elkin, Esq. 
J. H. Helbert, Esq. 
H. Faudel, Esq. 
J. J. Leon, Esq. 

S. Sotomon, Sec., 2, Bevis Marks. 


R. ANGEL, of the Jews’ Free School, Bell Lane, 


Spitalfields, is desirous of enlisting the sympathies of the benevoleut i» 
behalf of a poor Jewish lad, a native of England, aged 17, who having been | 
deserted by his parents, has in vain travelled the country in quest of employment, 
and is now without the means of procuring bread, except fromcharity. Donations 
to be appropriated to starting the lad in business, will be thankfully received by 
Mr. Angel, and acknowledged in the Voice of Jacob. 


USSEX HALL, Leadenhall Street, MONDAY, May IIth, 
1846. Mr. HENDERSON will give his second Lecture on Musical History, 
illustrated by a Concert of Vocal and Instrumental Music, in which the family o! 
Mr. J. Collins, including Miss Rossini Collins (the celebrated Violinist will appear . 
Admission 1s. Reserved Seats 2s, Platform 3s. Tickets to be had at the Hal 
and of Messrs. Keith, Prowse, and Co., Music Sellers, Cheapside. Doors open 
Eight, to commence at Half-past Eight o’clock precisely. 


A SEMAINE ISRAELITE ou le pyy (tseeua 


ourena) moderne. Entretiens de Josuz Hapass avec sa Famille, sut les panies 

Ecritures, dans leurs rapports avec la Religion et la Morale des Israélites. Ouvrage 
illustré de jolis Dessins lithographi¢és & deux Teintes et divisé en cinquante-quatre 
Livraisons ou (sections). 

Contenant:—Une Analyse substantielle de la JID (section) de la co 
avec la JOHN (Haphtarah) et un (Psaume), enrichi d’un choix d 
Paraboles, Sentences, Allégories, etc., tirées du Talmud, des Prophetes “ 
Hagiographes. | 

Imité de l’ Hébreu A. Ben Barucn CREHANGE. 

Le Tome I, (la Gendse) IHD, et le Tome II. (l’Exode) 


sont en vente. II parait livrais tout les huit jours. 
Pp une livraison 8 2, Bevis Marks, 


Printed by Epwarp Varry, 27, Camomile Street, in the of 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London ; and aye ith under 
BENJAMIN STEILL, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. a 
St. Paul, in the City of London; and Dyte & Son, 106, Strand. 


Fripay, May 8, 1846. 
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